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Dear Supporters and 
Friends, 
Imagine the blessing of being 
received by Christians in the 
hometown of Jesus; not 2000 years 
ago, but today. Today Nazareth is a 
modern town bustling with people, 
cars, hotels, and businesses; it’s not 
the small backwater town from which 
“nothing good” could have come. 
Catholic and Orthodox Church 
buildings can be seen in a few areas 
of the town, but today Nazareth is 
dominated by the presence of 
Muslims and Jews.  Even still, the 

good news of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God is being heralded by a small band of faithful 
Christians at the Nazareth Church of Christ, who warmly received our groups as we traveled 
through Israel during our recent Bible Lands Studies Program. Though we were unable to attend 
their assembly on Sunday, we were nevertheless privileged later in the week to meet together 
with a few of the Christians from Nazareth to sing, pray and eat a 
meal prepared by some of the ladies of the congregation. The 
singing and fellowship were very, very uplifting and I was also 
encouraged to hear from the local preacher, Maurice Jadon, that 
he had finished translating our book Searching For Truth into 
Arabic. He also informed us that he had incorporated each of the 
chapters into a series of lessons presented to the congregation. 

In addition to our meal together, during the visit with our second 
group, money which had been collected from both the previous 
groups was presented to the congregation. The church was 
greatly encouraged by this offering, but even more so by the 
fellowship of a family united in Jesus. Isolated and marginalized 
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Journal

Would you help us share the 
good news and grow the 

Kingdom? Would you or your 
congregation consider a one-
time contribution, or perhaps 

monthly support for Bible 
Passages in 2018? We did not 
meet our 2017 budget, though 
we are confident that the Lord 
will provide!  Please contact us 

with any questions: 
512-695-5099.

Bear Valley Bible Institute Bible Lands Studies Program - the first group of 39, who 
were in Israel from March 5-17.
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by the local population, living the Christian 
life in Israel isn’t always easy. The church 
in Nazareth faces many challenges and 
obstacles, but we were all impressed with 
the steadfastness of this church which has 
had a presences in Israel for many, many 
years. We look forward to our continued 
relationship with brother Jadon, his family, 
and the entire congregation. If the Lord 
wills, we will see them again in June when 
brethren from Singapore participate in our 
Bible Land Studies Program. 

With regard to our work overall for the 
month of March, we were privileged to 
share the word of God in many ways: first, 
at Bear Valley Bible Institute where the 

3rd quarter of classes came to a close. At the 
end of each quarter things are always very 

busy for students, but especially for faculty as we deliver lectures, grade and analyze term 
papers, notebooks, and exams.  The short window between the end of the quarter and the 
subsequent Bible Lands studies program meant a lot of extra hours behind the desk, but by the 
grace of God somehow I completed my task, tabulated the grades, and made our final 
preparations for the trip to Israel.  Overall, students performed very well in all of my classes and I 
am excited about the future of the church, especially as I consider the determination and 
commitment of the students at Bear Valley Bible Institute. Soon, many of those students will 
graduate and begin their full-time work in the Lord’s vineyard. 

The second major area of our work for the month involved directing and teaching in the Bear 
Valley Bible Institute’s Bible Land’s Studies program. Two different group on back to back trips 
participated in this highly educational and tremendous faith building program. Thirty-nine 
participated in the first session, and fifteen in the second. With each 12 day session, groups are 
equipped with study materials, maps, and an extensive guidebook. These materials are used on a 
daily basis to enhance a student’s knowledge of the Bible as they encounter over 50 different 
biblical sites and locations. The program overall is designed to help participants defend the faith 
by showing them the many evidences for the accuracy of the Biblical text, and to likewise 
enlighten them about the historical, cultural, and geographical settings of the Bible stories and 
precepts. Equipped with this knowledge, students find themselves in a better position to explain 
the Bible stories and their meaning. The program also helps to bring the Bible to life, as well as 
serve as a springboard for personal development and spiritual growth. Our part in the program 
includes the development of the curriculum, organization and implementation of the logistics, 
guiding and instruction at various sites, classroom instruction, and the general directorship of the 
entire program. Overall we felt it was a huge success and we are very excited to hear and see 
how participants are already using what they have learned in helping to strengthen the church 
and further the borders of the Kingdom. 
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Maurice Jadon welcomes our group to the Nazareth church of Christ 
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Finally, our work during the month of March involved many facets of preparation for our upcoming 
work in Singapore and Malaysia. Gospel meetings, seminars, and academic course offerings at 
Four Seas Bible College will be the focus of our work in April. We look forward to bringing news of 
those endeavors at the beginning of May. Please keep us in your prayers as we focus on this 
aspect of the work of Bible Passages.  

Once again, thank you so very, very much for your prayers and financial support. Without you 
these works would not be possible. Thank you for participating in sharing the gospel and 
strengthening the church. Your support is making a huge difference in the lives of many souls. 

In Him, John W. Moore 
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Clockwise from top left: Shelley, Rick, Wayne, Kathy, Adam, 
John, Teri, Anita, Wes, me (and many others!) at the airport on 
the morning of March 5…participants gather at the model of 
Megiddo…Wayne Burger looking at the Jordan River - he saw 
Israel in 1968 but many sites had not been discovered then…
Inaam Jadon, the wife of the preacher in Nazareth, prepared a 
meal for both of our groups…our second group, the Bear Valley 
Alumni and Friends group - Bud, Sam, Jordan, Elizabeth, 
Marilyn, Virginia, Denny, John, Logan, Chelsea, David, Nancy, 
Chuck, Andrew, and Tzvika, our guide….our hotel in the Galilee 
mistakenly called us the “Carla Group”! 

http://www.biblepassages.net


MARCH 2018 WE WOULD WELCOME YOUR SUPPORT! WWW.BIBLEPASSAGES.NET

WWW.BIBLEPASSAGES.NET !4

Carla’s Comments 
I just thought last month was a whirlwind! Indeed, it was, but 
this month has seen us living out of three suitcases in eleven 
different hotels, driving all over Israel from north to south and 
east to west in two different buses (one large, one small), 
walked (according to my Fitbit) 355,262 steps (146 miles), 
climbed 802 floors, visited around fifty sites - twice, flew back 
and forth across the Atlantic ocean, overcame jet lag and 
daylight savings, and drove from Denver back to Austin last 
Saturday. Yes, we’re tired!

But was it ever worth it! We enjoyed every single day of the two 
study tours. We followed the path that makes sense 
geographically - starting near Caesarea, seeing Mt. Carmel, different areas in Nazareth, then up to 
the Galilee where we visit places like Chorazin, Capernaum, Dan, Caesarea Philippi, Mt. Arbel, and 
Magdala. We take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee and see the headwaters of the Jordan River. We 
then drive south to Beth She’an and on down to the Dead Sea, coming back up the next day to 
Masada and Qumran, and En Gedi if there’s time. We see Jericho and the Ascent of Adummim - the 
road between Jericho and Jerusalem. We then drive into Jerusalem, but travel back out the next day 
into Beersheba and Beth Shemesh. The next few days we spend in Jerusalem, seeing the scale model 
of Jerusalem at the Israel Museum, creeping through Hezekiah’s Tunnel (I still take the “chicken” - 
aka Canaanite - tunnel) and visiting the Mount of Olives, the traditional “Garden of Gethsemane”, 
the Pool of Bethesda, and the Via Dolorosa. We visit the Western Wall and the tunnels underneath it, 
and we spend some time at Yad Vashem, Israel’s excellently done Holocaust museum. During the 
evenings in Jerusalem we almost always walk from our hotel down into the old city, through the 
Jaffa Gate and in through the Armenian and Muslim quarters to see the Western Wall lit up at night. 
We spent our free day climbing the Rampart’s walk around the inside of the old city walls, visiting 
museums, seeing the Dome of the Rock, and eating more hummus and falafel. I blogged a few 
times about the trip, if you’d like to see them, visit www.walkingwherejesuswalked.com. 

We are gearing up to leave on Saturday for Singapore. I can’t wait to be there! But I admit to 
dreading the long trip. We fly 3 hours to Los Angeles, almost 15 hours to China, and then another 4 
hours to Singapore. But John absolutely loves the brethren there, and I know I will, too. He will 
preach several meetings and teach in the Four Seas Bible College. I will present several lessons to 
ladies both in Singapore and Malaysia. What a blessing! Please pray for us - they’ve gone to so 

much trouble to prepare for our coming, and we want to be able to 
present the word of God in a way that will be helpful to them, and 
bring glory to God. This is a sobering thing to me.

 We’ve missed our families! Jackson has new words all the time, and 
Emmy is rolling around all over the place. Both are happy, and of 
course, the most adorable children the world has ever seen! :) Micah 
and Courtney are organizing their summer work plans and have set a 
date for the wedding. Jacob and Lys are well, and though her eye has 
developed some scar tissue, the doctors are watching closely and will 
try to clear it up when they go in for a planned follow-up surgery next 
month. Our parents are doing fairly well, and are ready for us to be 
“home” for a while! We thank you for your prayers, and ask God’s 
blessings for each of you. God bless - Carla

From the Mt. of Olives

Our sweet grandbabies - Jackson is 19 
months old and Emmy is 5 months
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